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(On Cover) Stephanie Brown Trafton (IE ’04) celebrates in Beijing after becoming the 
first gold medalist in Cal Poly’s history. (Photo by Getty Images)
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MANAGEMENt BUILDING 
to BE DEDIcAtED
One Of the mOst impOrtant changes ever to impact 
Cal poly’s nationally recognized Construction management 
Department is the completion of its new building – the Con-
struction innovations Center. 
 The state-of-the-art facility opened this summer. “This 
landmark building is the culmination of 12 years of planning, 
design and construction dedicated to the modern education 
of professionals in our field,” said Construction management 
Department Chair al hauck. 
 to celebrate, everyone is invited to a building dedication 
and open house, scheduled saturday, Oct. 4, at 2:30 p.m. The 
dedication ceremony will include the official groundbreaking 
for the new simpson strong-tie materials Demonstration 
Lab, scheduled to begin construction this fall. 
 for more information, contact the Construction manage-
ment Department at 805-756-1323. 
cAL PoLY 
RANKED IN NAtIoNAL 
coMPENsAtIoN stUDY
CaL pOLy has rankeD thirD natiOnaLLy among 
public universities in a Forbes.com ranking of college campus-
es, based on a recent study that looks at earnings of alumni at 
colleges around the country.
 Forbes.com says it bases its ratings on the salaries of college 
degree holders who have 10 to 20 years of work experience. 
Cal poly followed only Berkeley and University of Virginia in 
the public rankings, tying for the third spot with UCLa and 
UC san Diego. 
 according to the study, compiled by payscale.com, Cal poly 
alumni with 10 to 20 years of experience earn a median salary 
of $101,000, with 10 percent of the graduates at this experi-
ence level making more than $178,000.
 “Cal poly’s standing in this study tracks with what we are 
hearing from our alumni,” said president Warren J. Baker. 
“many of them are commanding top salaries across a broad 
spectrum of industries, which demonstrates the value of our 
learn-by-doing educational approach.”
 Cal poly’s own placement studies show that over the past 
few years 92 to 96 percent of new alumni have become em-
ployed full time or have attended graduate school within one 
year of graduation, according to provost William W. Durgin.
 “Cal poly’s fees are considerably less than those charged by 
the University of California campuses, making it an outstanding 
value for a superb technological education,” he said. 
(Below) the new construction Innovations 
center (photo courtesy of Jessica Robbins)
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KENNEDY LIBRARY 
LAUNchEs DIGItAL ARchIVE 
The kennedy Library has launched the DigitalCommons@Cal 
poly, an online initiative that provides a centralized place to 
preserve and provide unlimited access to the rich variety of 
intellectual and scholarly work produced at Cal poly. 
 The DigitalCommons@Cal poly contains research from a va-
riety of disciplines, including agriculture, architecture, business, 
education, engineering, liberal arts, science and mathematics.  
 it also serves as the digital archive for campus-hosted events, 
including the UC/CsU/CCC sustainability Conference 2008, 
and campus journals, such as moebius (College of Liberal arts) 
and focus (Department of City and regional planning). 
 By collecting scholarship in one central online location, 
Cal poly brings faculty research to new audiences, including 
potential students, fellow faculty, funding agencies and other 
universities. every item is assigned a unique, persistent UrL 
so users can cite work freely without worry or inconvenience 
of broken links. authors receive auto-generated monthly 
download statistics of their work, allowing them to quantify 
the use of their research. 
 and because DigitalCommons@Cal poly is optimized for 
fast and accurate indexing by Google and other internet search 
engines, more people will find and download content.
 for authors who don’t have time to contribute digital cop-
ies of their research, the kennedy Library is prepared to scan 
documents and create pDfs, contact publishers for copyright 
permissions, prepare data to enhance search and retrieval, and 
upload and create entries.
 individuals representing any Cal poly college, department, 
center or other campus unit may contribute content that they 
have authored. examples of eligible materials include journal 
articles, conference proceedings, presentations, white papers, 
essays, technical reports and campus publications.
 Visit the digital archive online at http://digitalcommons.
calpoly.edu. for additional information or to contribute con-
tent, contact marisa ramirez, digital repository librarian at 
mramir14@calpoly.edu. 
coLLEGE oF ENGINEERING 
hosts hIGh schooL 
stUDENts
the seCOnD annUaL 2008 engineering Days program 
for high school students was a huge success. The weeklong 
program was tailored for underrepresented students to in-
crease diversity on campus and in the workplace, encouraging 
more students to pursue an engineering career.
 During the week, students participated in hands-on engineer-
ing labs taught by Cal poly professors. projects included various 
engineering applications such as building solid-fuel rockets, solar 
water heaters, water filtration systems, printed circuit boards and 
tissue engineering bio-reactors. at the end of the week, students 
showcased their projects to friends and family.
 students also had tours of the College of engineering, Dia-
blo Canyon power plant and local companies, and interacted 
with a collegiate panel, providing them an opportunity to ask 
questions about college life and engineering. 
 Of the 93 students who attended, 63 percent were from under-
represented groups, including 28 females. students were primar-
ily from local counties but the program also included 11 students 
from non-local counties and three students from out of state. 
 The program received $75,000 in donations, including a 
platinum sponsorship from Cisco, edwards air force Base 
and fluor. more than $9,000 was used to provide scholarships 
directly to the attending high school students. 
(Above, L-R) Brothers Jonathan and christian Rodri-
guez construct a rocket at the cal Poly 2008 Engi-
neering Days program
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RIcK stURcKow to 
PILot ANothER 
shUttLE MIssIoN 
the siGht Of the inter-
national space station out of 
a cockpit window is starting 
to become a familiar one for 
Frederick W. “Rick” Sturckow 
(ME ’84). he is scheduled to 
command space shuttle atlan-
tis on the sts-128 mission, targeted for launch July 30, 2009. 
 This will be the fourth shuttle mission for sturckow, who 
flew as commander of sts-117 in 2007 and pilot of sts-105 
in 2001. his first flight was sts-88 in 1998, when he piloted 
the shuttle endeavour, carrying the first two modules of the 
international space station into orbit. 
 sturckow’s upcoming flight will carry science projects and 
storage racks to the space station. it also will deliver a new 
station crew member, nicole stott, to the complex and return 
tim kopra to earth. 
 a former marine pilot, sturckow was selected as an astro-
naut in 1994. 
ERLING sMIth wELcoMED 
As VIcE PRoVost   
CaL pOLy has strenGtheneD its leadership team once 
again, naming erling smith as vice provost for strategic initia-
tives and planning. 
   smith comes to Cal poly from the University of Connecticut, 
bringing 12 years of leadership and administration experience 
and more than 30 years of teaching experience to the vice pro-
vost position. 
 according to Cal poly provost and Vice president for aca-
demic affairs William W. Durgin, smith will be a welcome 
addition as Cal poly builds on its work in support of the CsU 
strategic plan, access to excellence, to create its strategic plan 
and update its master plan. “erling smith will provide leader-
ship to strengthen data-driven decision making as we identify 
and pursue the major initiatives that we will focus on during 
the next 10 years. i am delighted to have such an accomplished 
academic leader join our team” said Durgin.
 as vice provost, smith will be responsible for providing 
leadership in supporting major academic initiatives, coordi-
nating strategic planning and related activities, and imple-
menting the university’s master plan. he will supervise the of-
fice of institutional planning and analysis and report directly 
to the provost and vice president for academic affairs.
 While at the University of Connecticut, smith served as in-
terim dean for the school of engineering and as the head of 
the Department of Civil and environmental engineering. he 
also served on the University senate and the Graduate faculty 
Council executive Committee.
 smith has also held accreditation coordinator and associate 
dean positions with the University of Connecticut.    
 he earned his ph.D. in engineering science from the Uni-
versity of Durham and his B.sc. in civil engineering from the 
University of Leeds, both in the United kingdom. 
Sturckow’S upcoming flight 
will carry Science projectS and 
Storage rackS to the Space Station
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PARENts’ wEEKEND 
schEDULED oct. 25-26   
CaL pOLy’s annUaL parents’ WeekenD event is 
scheduled for saturday and sunday, Oct. 25-26. it’s the perfect 
time to return to the Central Coast, visit your student and en-
joy college life.  
 The weekend begins with tours of Cal poly’s newest resi-
dential community – poly Canyon Village. On saturday after-
noon, families are welcome to join fellow mustang fans for the 
traditional santa maria style tri-tip barbecue followed by the 
Cal poly football game at the spanos stadium. 
 a performing arts event featuring the work of Lar Lubovitch, 
one of the nation’s premier choreographers, is scheduled 
saturday evening.
 On sunday, the parent program will provide transportation 
downtown to Cal poly’s 11th annual Culturefest, where more 
than 25 Cal poly student and local cultural organizations will 
showcase their rich heritages with displays, music, entertain-
ment, hands-on activities and food. The event is a short walk 
from downtown shopping and restaurants.
 The event is hosted by the parent program and planned 
in conjunction with Cal poly athletics, University housing, 
the multiCultural Center, Cal poly arts and san Luis Obispo 
Chamber of Commerce.
 for more information, go to www.parent.calpoly.edu/par-
entsweekend.asp. advance registration is required. 
BILL swANsoN 
APPoINtED VIcE chAIRMAN 
oF BUsINEss-hIGhER 
EDUcAtIoN FoRUM
COLLeGe Of enGineerinG 
aLUmnUs William H. “Bill” 
Swanson (IE ’73), chairman and 
CeO of raytheon Co., has been 
named vice chairman of the Wash-
ington-based Business-higher edu-
cation forum (Bhef).
 Bhef is a national organization 
of fortune 500 CeOs and senior 
executives, prominent college and university presidents, and 
foundation leaders seeking innovative solutions to education 
challenges in the United states.
 swanson joins David J. skorton, president of Cornell Uni-
versity, who will lead the organization as its new chairman, and 
Cal poly president Warren J. Baker, who serves on the executive 
committee. 
Photo by Elliot Johnsen
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POLYLINK
TOP 10 ReASOnS FOR jOininG
10. it's free
9. more than 8,400 alumni from the Class of 2008 to the Class 
of 1948 already have
8. more than 1,100 have volunteered to be career mentors
7. more than 500 have posted resumes online
6. it's free
5. no weirdos or web riff-raff: only Cal poly alumni, faculty and 
staff allowed (with plans to add students in the near future) 
4. it's great for safe social networking (see above)
3. Chance to win cool Cal poly alumni window decal if one 
of your uploaded photo album pics is chosen 'polyLink photo 
of the month' (see previous cool winners at www.calpolylink.
com/photogalleries)
2. ability to find old roommates, college friends, and flames to 
see if they are now a) rich and famous or b) bald (see above)
1. Because it's there
all you need to log in to polyLink today is your first-time log-
in code. if you are an alumnus and you have not yet logged in 
to polyLink, you will find your personalized, first time login 
code next to your name on the back of this Cal Poly Magazine. 
Visit www.calpolylink.com today and log in!
 polyLinkers: be sure to watch for an e-mail in October ask-
ing you to vote for the polyLink photo of the year winner. 
Only polyLink members will be allowed to vote, once the bal-
lot is online.
 But everyone can enjoy the polyLink photo of the month 
winners’ gallery, and other university photos online anytime 
– no password required. Visit now at www.calpolylink.com/
photogalleries. 
PolyLink member Mark Walz (EE ’80) and daughter 
hannah enjoyed picking pumpkins last october at 
the Avila Barn. Mark and his wife Julie Walz (IE ’96) 
have taken “the little Mustang-in-training” to cal 
Poly football games since the day she was born.  
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OVer the sUmmer, Cal poly joined forces with Urban 
farming to create an ongoing, sustainable resource that helps 
inner city residents produce locally grown, wholesome fare for 
their own consumption and the community around them.
 more than 4,000 plants – including cucumbers, tomatoes, 
spinach, peppers, strawberries, herbs and even edible nastur-
tiums – were cultivated at Cal poly for installation at four in-
ner city locations, including L.a.’s infamous skid row.
 There was one problem – the inner city of Los angeles is a 
veritable concrete vortex with little unused land. Undaunted, 
the growers decided to go vertical. 
 it all started with Urban farming, a grassroots nonprofit 
that teaches local volunteers to cultivate vegetable and fruit 
gardens on unused land in urban areas. kathy kelly of the 
Winery music festival connected Cal poly to the company 
and the effort took root. 
 alums James Rickert (AGB ’93) of Western agricultural 
services and Paul Hertel (AG ’82) of Greenheart farms were 
critical to the venture, donating thousands of seedling plants. 
san Luis Obispo’s farm supply and Green acres Lavender 
farms soon followed suit with their own seedling donations. 
The Cal poly team was led by hunter francis of the sustain-
able agriculture resource Consortium. horticulture and crop 
science students efran Wong and Jennifer Webster assisted 
francis with the effort. 
 The effort grew legs when Green Living technologies do-
nated 180 self-irrigating, lattice-like panels of recycled alu-
minum. The panels allow plants to grow up the walls of big 
city skyscrapers, literally adding life to soulless concrete sur-
roundings.  
 But when vertically mounted on walls, the plants have to be 
more mature than previous garden installations – and that’s 
where Cal poly came in. The fledging plants were cultivated on 
campus for months before being transported by meyer truck-
ing down to their destination in skid row.  
 The project with Cal poly is one of many for Urban farm-
ing. in 2005 the group began with three gardens in Detroit. By 
2007 that number mushroomed to 160 gardens in the United 
states and abroad, providing fresh produce to an estimated 
50,000 people, with a percentage of the harvest donated to 
homeless shelters and food banks.
 in addition to benefits of the leafy green variety, the col-
lective farming efforts help cut down on crime and build 
relationships between gardeners of various racial and ethnic 
backgrounds.
 now that is sowing the seeds of change. 
Urban Farming: www.urbanfarming.org  •  Sustainable Agricultural Resource Consortium: www.sarc.calpoly.edu
INcREDIBLE, EDIBLE wALLs
cAL PoLY tEAM cULtIVAtEs AFFoRDABLE FREsh PRoDUcE FoR coNGEstED URBAN AREAs
B Y  M A R Y  M c N A L L Y
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LIGhts, 
LAUGhtER 
& FAIth 
Danny Gans hAs A 
soLID cAREER hIt
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B Y  s c o t t  R o A R K
BaseBaLL fieLDs are intriGUinG pLaCes. Dreams 
are born there. Dreams die there. sometimes they are starting 
points for where you need to go. Just ask Danny Gans, who 
studied physical education at Cal poly.
 it’s hard to miss Gans’ name and image when driving 
through the neon collage of the Las Vegas strip. it jumps from 
billboards and signs, especially the one in front of the mirage 
Casino, where he plays nightly shows in a 1,265-seat theater 
that bears his name. 
 Gans is considered the no. 1 entertainer in one of the 
world’s most dynamic cities, playing to thousands of people in 
a show that includes music, comedy, acting and impressions.  
 he has been named Las Vegas entertainer of the year for 11 
straight years. Critics rave about his show. Loyal fans snap up 
the $100 tickets whenever they are in town.   
 it’s a good thing, but not exactly what Gans originally had 
in mind. 
 The southern California native was quickly hitting his 
way toward a career as a professional baseball player, leading 
the minor leagues in home runs before a devastating injury 
killed his dream. 
 Gans had just been drafted by the Chicago White sox when 
he fielded a routine ground ball and the runner’s cleats ended 
up completely severing his achilles tendon. “it was like taking 
a hatchet to it,” said Gans, grimacing.  
 months in a walking cast and rehabilitation followed. it was 
a dark time to say the least. 
 “i moved back in with my parents in san Diego,” Gans said. 
“my career in baseball was over. i didn’t know what i was go-
ing to do.”
 One night Gans, in his walking cast, and a few friends went 
to the Comedy store in san Diego, watching comics and not be-
ing very impressed. “my buddies were nudging me during this 
comic’s act, saying ‘you’re better than this guy,’” Gans recalled. 
The comic caught wind of the conversation and dared Gans to 
come up to the mic. as the old cliché goes, the rest was history. 
 “i got up there and started doing my voices,” Gans said. “it 
continued on next page…
Danny Gans
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went over big.”
 Gans, whose father was a stand-up comedian and mother 
was a big-band singer, always had a gift for impersonations. 
“in high school, it was ‘Danny do the voices’ – it was a party 
trick,” said Gans. “i never thought it would be any more than 
a way to entertain my fellow teammates in the locker room. 
That was it.”
 in the san Diego audience that night was the daughter of 
mitzi shore, the owner of the Comedy store in Los angeles. 
Before long, still in his walking cast, Gans was doing his voices 
at comedy clubs in Los angeles. he refers to the performances 
as a diversion at the time and was not taking them seriously. 
 One thing lead to another. Gans ended up in reno, working 
at a club for $400 a week. it was 1979.
 “my faith really kept me going – God had a plan for me,” 
said Gans. “Julie’s support was also vital,” Gans met Julie, his 
wife of 27 years, while at Cal poly prior to the injury. Both were 
active in an organization called “Campus Crusade for Christ.” 
Gans played baseball and lived on campus at Jespersen hall 
during that time. 
 Gans came to Cal poly on a full athletic scholarship, after 
seeing what he thought was the ideal baseball field. “i visited 
Cal poly with my father on an invitation from the baseball 
program,” he said. “i saw this field on campus and thought 
what a great, small field! i could really improve my home-run 
stats with this place.”
 Little did he know that field was only the on-campus prac-
tice field. The game field was at nearby sinsheimer park, a 
much larger field that had a constant breeze blowing toward 
home plate. Gans didn’t realize this until after he signed on 
with Cal poly. “it’s actually funny now,” he said.  
 Gans credits the post-Cal poly injury for making him stron-
ger for the cutthroat world of show business. his act has con-
stantly been at the top of the Las Vegas entertainment scene, 
playing the mirage for the last eight years. in november he 
will relocate to a new casino, encore.
 as anyone who has seen his show knows, Gans is a live wire 
on stage. he calls sammy Davis Jr. his greatest inspiration be-
cause of the versatility of Davis’ live shows, which included 
singing, dancing and impressions.   
 Gans builds on that formula. One minute he is giving a 
dead-on impersonation of stevie Wonder, the next, it’s Garth 
Brooks, complete with the 10-gallon hat. al pacino in “scent of 
a Woman” and tom hanks in “forrest Gump” are only a couple 
of his many characters. another highlight is Gans impersonat-
ing George Burns while rapping mC hammer’s “U Can’t touch 
This.” it’s not surprising audiences keep coming back. 
 it’s been quite a journey for Gans, who will always remem-
ber his experience at Cal poly. “it’s a beautiful place, a beauti-
ful part of the country,” he said. “ironically, if it wasn’t for that 
small baseball field at Cal poly, i would never have met my 
wife, Julie. she is the one who supported me and kept me go-
ing after my injury. i am where i need to be.” 
(L) Danny Gans playing for cal Poly Baseball, circa 1978
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the BODy parts arriVe at the lab innocuously enough, 
carefully packed inside a special white box: bones, teeth, hair, 
brain tissue – human remains to be analyzed for Dna that 
could yield clues to a person’s identify. 
 it’s definitely not a job for the faint at heart, but alumna Michelle 
Halsing (BIO ’01) is well suited to the demands of the job. 
 One of five senior criminalists at the California Department 
of Justice’s missing person’s Dna lab in point richmond, 
halsing has worked on about 100 cases during her first year 
on the job. “Of those 100, i’ve been able to identify 16. it’s sad 
we can’t solve a higher percentage, but those 16 are worth all 
of the work.”
 The arduous three-day identification process requires pa-
tience and a highly scientific background. Once she receives 
a case from an outside agency, halsing will sample every-
thing, depending on its condition. “We look for the least dam-
aged area of the bone and try to get Dna from there,” she 
explained. “some remains have been out in the desert for 30 
years or more or have been partially eaten by animals, so sam-
pling the right area of the bone can be challenging.”
 Using a basic tool much like a small sanding wheel, halsing 
rids the specimen of dirt and other debris that can inhibit the 
process. “The sample is submerged into liquid nitrogen for ap-
proximately 10 minutes, and a machine pulverizes the bone or 
specimen into dust,” she said.  “Chemicals are then added to 
the dust or specimen which releases the Dna.”
 finally, the Dna is washed and purified.  millions of Dna 
copies are made with a process called pCr that acts like a mo-
lecular Xerox machine. Once the copies are made, they are 
put onto another instrument and analyzed to reveal a person’s 
Dna profile.
 But positive identification isn’t a given. The Dna lab has 
two databases. One database receives the Dna information 
gleaned from the analyzed remains. The other database holds 
Dna information sent to the lab from family members or 
loved ones of missing persons. “We get transients and home-
less people from all over the country,” halsing said. “if no one 
is looking for them, and we don’t have any Dna information 
in our database, they will likely remain Jane or John Doe for-
ever. Definitely, the hardest part of my job is that i am not 
going to be able to identify every set of remains.”
 halsing’s job might provide enough drama for most cou-
ples, but not for her and her husband, eric, who works for the 
Department of Justice also as a senior criminalist but for the 
criminal casework program.   
 Who has the tougher job? “my husband,” insisted michelle. 
“most of his victims are living and their perpetrators still at large.” 
 The couple, who live in novato, have one son who turns 2 in 
september and another baby due in January. Because of their 
professions, the halsings admit to being a bit more protective 
than your average parents. “The kids probably won’t like us for 
that – especially when they are in high school.” 
deciphering
dna
B Y  J o  A N N  L L o Y D
(R-L) Michelle halsing, her son Andrew and husband Eric
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in the OLympiC Games, there’s no getting around the 
magnitude of the moment, which arrives presenting two 
choices – seize the opportunity or shrink from it.
 When that time came, the years of hard work, commit-
ment and sacrifice building to a crescendo, Cal poly graduates 
Stephanie Brown Trafton (IE ’04) and Gina Ostini Miles 
(CRSC ’97) delivered the performances of a lifetime.
 trafton, 28, entered the Beijing Games with the third-best 
discus throw in the world in 2008. she left with the gold medal 
after uncorking a 212-foot, 5-inch effort on her first throw, a 
mark that won by nearly four feet and gave the United states 
its first Olympic victory in the women’s discus since Lillian 
Copeland’s win in 1932.
 miles, 34, and her 14-year-old, 1,410-pound horse, mckinlaigh, 
earned a silver medal in eventing, an equestrian competition that 
combines dressage, cross country and show jumping. They did it 
with a flawless final-day performance in hong kong, handling an 
eight-jump course cleanly to move onto the medal stand.
 Both thrower and rider were inspired by the 1984 Olympics 
in Los angeles. trafton, then 4, watched gymnast mary Lou 
retton dazzle and wanted to be an Olympian. miles, then 10, 
attended the Los angeles Games and fell in love with eventing.
 making it to the Olympics is an accomplishment in itself. also 
competing in the Beijing Games were former Cal poly high jump-
er Sharon Day (KINE ’08) and former mustang first baseman-
outfielder Jimmy Van Ostrand (KINE), who played for Canada. 
Cal poly swimmer Mark Barr (NUTR) is scheduled to compete 
in the 2008 Beijing paralympic games in september. 
 trafton and miles savored incredible outcomes. as she en-
tered the discus ring for that fateful throw, trafton tried to clear 
her mind and let her 6-foot 4-inch, 225-pound body do its job.
 “That’s the point, being in the present, not worried about the fu-
ture and not being held up by the past,” said trafton, the first gold 
medalist in Cal poly history. “you’re really in the moment and trying 
to do the best you can with whatever you have in that moment.”
 “it was an awesome opportunity to get a medal for the United 
states and inspire the rest of the team.” 
 trafton, who grew up in Oceano and graduated from 
arroyo Grande high school, found herself in the spotlight after 
striking gold. When she arrived home in Galt, a town just south 
of sacramento she and her husband Jerry moved to three years 
ago, the victory celebration drew more than 1,000 people.
 trafton said the time management skills she learned at Cal 
poly while balancing being an industrial engineering major 
and competing in track and field helped her reach her poten-
tial. she’s still juggling, balancing training with a part-time job 
at an environmental consulting firm.
 she’s also savoring the added attention a gold medal brings. 
 “it’s been really a great little ride,” she said. 
 miles manages a ranch in Creston, where she lives with her 
husband, morgan and their two children, austin and taylor. 
During a stopover in London on the way home from hong 
kong, she sounded ecstatic.
 “it’s been a dream, just way more than i could have dreamed,” 
she said. “he (mckinlaigh) delivered, certainly.” 
 miles and mckinlaigh finished with 56.1 penalty points, 
trailing only Germany’s hinrich romeike, who claimed gold 
with 54.2 penalty points. miles began the last day in fourth 
place, but her clean ride moved her up to second place.
 “By the time we turned around, the next rider had gotten a 
BEIJING GoLD
cAL PoLY oLYMPIANs 
BRING thE MEDALs hoME
B Y  J o h N  s c h U M A c h E R 
(L) stephanie Brown trafton hurls the discus at the Beijing 
2008 olympics (R) Gina Miles celebrates after completing 
the equestrian eventing competition during the Beijing 
olympics in hong Kong. (Photos by associated Press)
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BEIJING GoLD
penalty, so we moved up to medal position,” she said. “We 
were just over the moon. The next rider also dropped a rail 
… It just couldn’t get better.”
 Miles started riding when she was 7 and living in Davis. 
Three years later, the Olympics gave her a goal. From 
there, hard work, dedication and finding a way to pay 
for the high cost of eventing - $50,000-$75,000 a year 
- proved challenging.
 Miles said her Cal Poly days as a crop science 
major exposed her to a wider world and helped her 
develop contacts. 
 “When you’re standing on the podium and re-
flecting and watching the flags go up, you have 
a moment to check everything that went 
into it,” she said. “The ups 
and downs, the road 
is full of both.” 
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G R E G  c h A M I t o F F  c A L L s  t h E  I N t E R N A t I o N A L  s P A c E  s t A t I o N  h o M E
living ab ve t e Sky
(Above) the International space station  (Far right) Greg 
chamitoff concentrates on a game of chess aboard the 
International space station. he plays remotely against 
the crew at Mission control on the Earth’s surface.  
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fLOatinG in a VOiD, 250 miles above the vivid blue ex-
panse of our world, Greg Chamitoff (EE ’84) starts his day 
like many other people on earth. he wakes up, perhaps drinks 
a little coffee, and gets ready for work. 
 as you read these words, Chamitoff and fellow cosmonauts 
sergei Volkov and Oleg kononenko are living in the interna-
tional space station, circling the world every 90 minutes, qui-
etly soaring over every major continent, every ocean and count-
less major cities. They could be passing above you right now. 
 Chamitoff is scheduled to return to earth in november, hav-
ing lived and worked on the station since early June. But before 
coming home, Chamitoff and his russian colleagues are per-
forming groundbreaking research on the effects of long-term 
weightlessness to the human body, laying the foundation for 
future exploration missions to the moon and mars.
 focus areas include cardiac activity, blood circulation, res-
piration and sleep patterns. additional experiments examine 
how prolonged space travel affects the growth and develop-
ment of plants, along with the cultivation of certain bacteria 
in zero gravity conditions. 
 to sustain space travelers during long journeys, Chamitoff 
and his colleagues are also working with equipment such as 
oxygen generators and machines that recycle air humidity. 
another machine, scheduled for future delivery to the station, 
creates drinking water by recycling urine. 
 if that sounds unappealing, Chamitoff pointed out that 
a mission to mars would take about three years round-trip. 
self-sufficiency is critical. “The work on this station is just the 
beginning,” he said. 
 also critical for space-travelers is physical exercise since 
muscles deteriorate in weightless environments due to lack 
of gravity. Chamitoff exercises two hours a day, a routine that 
includes a special treadmill equipped with an adjustable har-
ness to hold him down and simulate gravity. it also provides a 
spectacular view out of a lower space station window. 
 “i was on the treadmill one day, looking down on an 
entire hurricane off the coast of texas,” recalls Chamitoff. 
G R E G  c h A M I t o F F  c A L L s  t h E  I N t E R N A t I o N A L  s P A c E  s t A t I o N  h o M E B Y  s c o t t  R o A R K
living ab ve t e Sky
continued on next page…
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“it was surreal.” 
 Cheerfully describing weightlessness as “Disneyland every 
day,” Chamitoff said there was a definite adaptation period 
when he first arrived on the station and was awed by the size 
of the facility.  
 The international space station is comprised of six state-
of-the-art laboratories, stretching the width of a football field 
and nearly that same distance in length. nearly an acre of solar 
panels provide electrical power. 
 sixteen countries have contributed resources to the sta-
tion, including russia, the United states and Japan. Chamitoff 
works primarily in the U.s. segment. One airlock away, Volkov 
and kononenko do the same in the russian segment. Despite 
being in different areas, all three often work, eat and even en-
joy down time together. 
 “We do have movie nights,” said Chamitoff chuckling. “We 
saw ‘indiana Jones’ the other day.”
 in addition, the father of two children talks to his family 
as often as he can via a video phone. “That really has been 
the most challenging part of this experience, being away from 
home and family.”  
 as an undergraduate student at Cal poly, Chamitoff taught lab 
courses in circuit design and worked summer internships at atari 
Computers and iBm. from there, he went on to earn master’s de-
grees from the California institute of technology and University 
of houston Clear Lake, and a ph.D. in aeronautics and astronau-
tics from the massachusetts institute of technology. 
 While at mit, Chamitoff worked on the hubble space tele-
scope, flight control upgrades for the space shuttle autopilot, and 
the altitude control system for the international space station. 
 The montreal native was selected to become an astronaut in 
1998 and qualified for his flight assignment as mission special-
ist in 2000. in July 2002, Chamitoff spent time in a different 
kind of weightless environment, serving as a crew-member 
for nine days on the aquarius undersea research habitat in the 
florida keys. 
 Once assigned as a space station crew member, Chamitoff ’s 
in-depth training on space station systems took him all over the 
world, spending time in russia, Japan and Canada. he was se-
lected for this mission from the current astronaut corps of 100 
individuals, based on mission objectives and needed skills. 
 hovering weightlessly in the station’s U.s. laboratory, wear-
ing a Cal poly t-shirt, Chamitoff said the principles he puts 
into practice every day on the space station came from his 
alma mater. he fondly recalls Cal poly mathematics professor 
James mueller.
 “Cal poly’s approach to theory and application made all the 
difference for me,” he said. “it provided the foundation for ev-
erything i do up here. i can’t wait to come back on campus, see 
old mentors and friends, and even do a run up poly Canyon. i 
look forward to that day.”  
Editors note: You can submit inquiries to chamitoff and 
get answers directly from space on NAsA’s web site. to 
submit a question, visit: http://www.nasa.gov/ask. 
(L-R) cosmonaut oleg Kononenko, Greg chamitoff 
(sporting a cal Poly t-shirt) and cosmonaut sergei 
Volkov talk to cal Poly Magazine from the Interna-
tional space station on Aug. 7.  
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“What COULD Be mOre polytechnic than sustainability?”
 That’s not a question but a statement of fact in the minds 
of many at Cal poly, including Dennis Elliot (ME ’93), the 
new campus sustainability manager. “Our students learn how 
things work and learn how to do it better. it’s not only about 
knowledge but the application of knowledge through problem 
solving, collaboration and innovation,” he said. 
 Cal poly, with little fanfare, is assuming a prominent leader-
ship role in sustainability. its stature is apparent in the long 
string of best practices awards received from its higher-edu-
cation peers – displayed modestly in the back halls of the an-
tiquated Quonset-style building that houses facility planning 
and services. more important, go outside, and there’s no miss-
ing how the sustainability movement is transforming campus 
planning and architecture, along with student life and curri-
cula. a “next generation” of buildings, infrastructure, opera-
tions and mindsets is reflected everywhere. 
 That leadership was on display in august when Cal poly host-
ed a sustainability conference for higher education institutions 
throughout the state. With more than 1,000 participants from the 
UC, CsU and state community college systems, including 250 
students, the conference was the largest-ever network of colleges 
collaborating on sustainability solutions. elliot conducted tours 
of Cal poly’s array of 14 cutting-edge, new-technology demon-
stration projects implemented in partnership with the California 
energy Commission’s public interest energy research program. 
 ranging from energy regeneration models, digital and wireless 
control technologies to a variety of lighting, heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning systems, the tour was a microcosm of Cal 
poly’s larger sustainability accomplishments and ambitions. “some 
campuses have a few of these demonstration projects, some one or 
two, and some none. Cal poly was able to showcase virtually every 
major technology that is being explored right now,” noted elliot. 
 similarly, said r. Thomas Jones, dean of the College of ar-
chitecture and environmental Design, Cal poly students were 
instrumental in organizing a “focus the nation” telecast in Jan-
uary on global warming solutions, which engaged more than a 
million students, faculty and staff from educational institutions 
around the world. The students also win state, national and in-
ternational green design prizes on a regular basis. and, through 
clubs, organizations and individual action, they are influencing 
campus and CsU sustainability policies “constructively, collab-
oratively, respectfully – and they are getting results.” 
 such successes are the culmination of what elliot calls the 
“grassroots groundswell” and day-to-day efforts of a growing 
cross-section of student and faculty groups, which are spur-
ring the university’s aggressive adoption of conservation and 
renewable energy pursuits.
 With more than 25 years of experience in Cal poly’s evolv-
ing energy and utility operations, elliot has been selected by 
Larry kelley, vice president of administration and finance, to 
define, shape and lead one of the campus’ – and CsU’s – newest 
and most demanding posts. among elliot’s goals: “to not only 
modernize our building and lighting systems but to develop on-
site renewable energy generation projects – solar, wind power, 
biomass plants – to significantly reduce our carbon footprint.” 
and, throughout the process, involve and engage students. 
 “i am seeing a revolution take place in interdisciplinary and 
project-based learning,” said elliot. “The issues of sustainability 
have become a catalyst for transforming the way we teach, the cur-
riculum we offer, and the new standard for what makes a graduate 
literate. The language of sustainability is the language of the day.”
 The challenges of climate change and sustainability are 
large, complex and time-sensitive.
 “and all the horsepower needed to solve these problems is 
at Cal poly,” said elliot. 
leading the way to
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VIctoRY AND GLoRY
cAL PoLY cLUB sPoRts wINs MoRE thAN chAMPIoNshIPs
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aDrenaLine, a LOt Of fUn, a little pain, and memories 
that will last a lifetime.   
 The Cal poly Club sports program has these in abundance, 
with sports clubs that are hard-hitting, driven and dirty. Other 
clubs require more strategy and calculation, replacing team-
work with self-reliance. 
 But all clubs continue to make their mark on the state and 
national sports scenes, securing multiple championships, 
forging personal bonds, and providing a foundation for real-
world leadership and management skills for students. 
 The Cal poly Club sports program, founded nearly two 
decades ago, is completely separate from nCaa athletics. it 
is comprised of 21 club teams with more than 850 students, 
competing hard in such sports as rugby, lacrosse, water polo, 
soccer, volleyball, surfing, sailing and fencing. 
 according to Club sports program Coordinator everette 
Brooks, the program is primarily student-run, classified as 
other clubs on campus with minimal funding. The program 
operates like any business selling a product – each team tries 
to brand and promote itself as the best, even though their 
abilities are limited by a lack of resources. “sponsorships and 
private support are critical,” he said.
 each team elects their own officers who report directly to 
Brooks, who in turn coordinates general sports club activities. 
Coaches, many of them unpaid volunteers, are responsible for 
scheduling practices, travel, publicity and competitive events. 
many teams pay their own travel expenses, relying on alumni 
support to make it through the season.
 a prime example of this is the Cal poly rugby program, 
started in 1966 by Cal poly football players. a colorful history 
has been a fitting prelude to where the rugby program is today, 
having garnered national and international respect, and playing 
top contenders such as san Diego state and arizona state. 
 Cal poly rugby has been ranked in the nation’s top 10, and 
over the years has traveled to fiji, ireland and Wales. Domes-
tically Cal poly rugby has played penn state and Ohio state, 
beating the latter on their home turf as underdogs in 1999.  
 Like many Club sports programs, alumni support has been 
critical according to current head coach and former Cal poly 
rugby player Nick Massman (ET ’93). The six-figure travel 
and operating budget is fully funded by the parents, sup-
porters and alumni of the rugby club, which pays for its own 
trainers, facilities and medical staff. The program typically has 
more than 130 players at the season’s start. 
continued on next page…
(L) Grant Dismuke, (Below, L-R) Alex Pappas, Benja-
min cannon, Dismuke and Ryder “the Boss” Ross
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 “Our network of dedicated alumni is one of our greatest as-
sets,” massman said. “many of these individuals played rugby 
here years ago – but are still active with the program, men-
toring our current players and providing critical support as 
needed. Their dedication really speaks to the power of this 
program.” alumni have also established an academic schol-
arship for rugby players, with the first award scheduled this 
academic year.     
 team captain Benjamin Cannon (BRAE) calls rugby a 
“huge part” of his experience as a Cal poly student. “it’s a great 
way to meet people, make great friends, travel, and make the 
college experience a lot better,” he said. “it helps students feel 
like they belong to something and gives everyone something 
in common.” 
 This sentiment is echoed by the members of the Cal poly 
Women’s Lacrosse program, another successful sports club 
which had its beginning in 1991. The team has won seven na-
tional championships in the last eight years. not bad for an 
organization that does its own fundraising and relies on dona-
tions from friends and family. 
 “We pay for own equipment, practice five days a week, and 
play games on the weekends with full class schedules,” said 
team captain Laura Hobson (REC). “The commitment level 
is phenomenal – you couldn’t meet a more determined group 
of women anywhere.” 
 Great memories abound for hobson and her teammates. 
“i remember walking onto the field of mile high stadium 
in Denver to play in my first national championship,” recalls 
Sarina Madnick (BUS). “it started snowing in the second 
half. it was a beautiful sight.”
 more than 40 women compete on two teams for the lacrosse 
program. The “B team” is a competitive training ground for 
the “a team,” which competes on a national scale.   
 Other notable club sports programs include men’s and 
women’s water polo, which both won national championships 
last year. The coaches with both programs, Matt Landre (BIO 
’01, MBA ’03), Bobby erzen and Dirk Camilli, were named 
national coaches of the year. 
 “These programs are great examples of what students and 
their supporters can do,” said Brooks. “They win the hearts 
and minds of students and prepare them for the teamwork 
skills needed in the professional world. The effort and sacrifice 
pay countless dividends in the end.” 
Editor’s note: More information about cal Poly club 
sports can be found online at http://studentlife.cal-
poly.edu/spo/index.asp. Information about cal Poly 
Rugby can be found at www.calpolyrugby.com.
(Below, back row, L-R): 
Jaime oetman, Laura 
hobson, and Katie 
stoddard (Front row, 
L-R): Jackie Bierre and 
sarina Madnick
CAL POLY MAGAZINE  23
(Below) Katie stoddard
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a reCOrD-BreakinG year for fundraising at Cal poly 
ended with yet another extraordinarily generous gift from 
anonymous donors.
 The most recent gift, a $10-million bequest commitment, 
brings private support for the fiscal year ending June 30 to ap-
proximately $95 million, the highest committed total ever for 
annual fundraising at Cal poly. according to the most recent 
report from the Council of aid to education regarding vol-
untary support of education out of 144 public master’s degree 
institutions that participated in the ranking, Cal poly ranked 
third in gifts received and had the largest endowment.   
 The latest gift reflects the donors’ strong belief in the uni-
versity as a whole, with half the funds designated for student 
support through scholarships and half for strategic initiatives 
at the direction of campus leadership. it was made by an alum-
nus and his wife who simply believe in the learn-by-doing 
educational approach of Cal poly, as well as its polytechnic 
mission, according to president Warren J. Baker.
 “a gift of this kind, wonderfully generous in and of itself, is 
especially helpful because it assists students with scholarship 
support and provides flexibility to fund new initiatives. it will 
GENERosItY 
UNDER thE 
RADAR
sUPPoRtERs LEAVE LEGAcIEs 
wIth ANoNYMoUs GIFts
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also certainly inspire others to act,” Baker said.
 The alumnus explained his gift this way: “as you get older, 
you begin to think about what you’ve got to show for a lifetime 
of work. in the final analysis, it isn’t the ‘stuff ’ that matters; it’s 
the people. as someone who struggled to make ends meet as 
a student at Cal poly, i feel good about giving both the institu-
tion and its students a helping hand.”
 The most recent anonymous bequest commitment follows 
the largest bequest commitment ever made to Cal poly or any 
California state University campus. in 2007, the architecture 
Department with the College of architecture and environmen-
tal Design received a bequest commitment of $60 million. 
 Cal poly’s experience with donors who wish to be unnamed 
wasn’t unique in the 2007 academic year, according to the 
Chronicle of Philanthropy. 
 The publication’s list of $1-million-plus gifts that were an-
nounced in 2007 from campuses around the county included 
87 unnamed donors, with gifts totaling some $1.1 billion, far 
more than the totals of large anonymous gifts documented by 
the publication in recent years. 
 What is prompting this trend of donors choosing not to re-
veal their names? “some may do it out of concern for family 
and privacy. and some simply want the gift to be the focus – 
not themselves – hoping that others be motivated to give,” Cal 
poly advancement Vice president sandra Ogren said.
 Bequests and gifts by many other Cal poly alumni and sup-
porters through the years have created the largest endowment 
in the CsU, which is now approximately $166 million. “The 
annual benefit to the campus from the endowment is approxi-
mately $6.5 million – the result of several generations of past 
gifts, many from the population group known as the ‘Greatest 
Generation.’ it is exciting now to see the next generation, the 
‘Baby Boomers,’ leave their mark on the university through 
bequests and other gifts,” Baker said. 
bequeStS and giftS… have created the largeSt endowment 
in the cSu, which iS now approximately $166 million.
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if a pieCe Of GLass breaks in an artist’s studio and no one 
is there to hear it, does it make a sound?
 That’s the kind of philosophical question that Shayna Leib 
(PHIL ’98) might have pondered during her undergraduate 
years at Cal poly. she even considered taking it all the way 
to the doctorate level at sUny Binghamton, when she made 
an about-face and decided to study glass instead, earning an 
mfa degree from the University of Wisconsin-madison and 
garnering numerous awards and accolades along the way.
 Why glass? “i was drawn to it the first time i saw glass blowing 
at a poly royal when i was a kid,” Leib said. “i have a love/hate re-
lationship with fire. i was haunted by extreme nightmares about 
fire, yet it held an irresistible pull. i’m drawn to it divinely.” 
 Divine, indeed. her exquisite work is now exhibited in some 
of the nation’s top galleries, including the world renowned 
habatat Galleries Chicago. according to her mother, sharon 
reese, shayna has never approached a gallery. They come to 
her – a sure sign that her art is much sought after. 
 in 2003, the same year she earned her mfa degree, Leib won 
the prestigious horizon emerging artists award from the new 
york museum of arts & Design and hunter Douglas. The win-
ning piece is a two-panel sculpture that, when seamlessly com-
bined, measures 15-inches high and stretches four-feet across. 
The entire sculpture weighs nearly 100 pounds and consists of 
about 45,000 individual pieces of glass, referred to as “cane.” 
 Cane is created by layering colorants in between gathers of clear 
glass and stretching the molten glass into long rods, Leib explained. 
“Cane pulling is often compared to generating taffy candy.”
 her winning piece was also featured at the 2003 sOfa (sculp-
tural Objects functional art) exhibit in new york City, an annual 
exhibit in which she continues to show. since those early days, 
she’s enjoyed a steady, if somewhat slow climb to the top.
 The 33-year-old san Luis Obispo native insists her success 
didn’t come easy. “i lived on mac ‘n’ cheese and worked up 
to four jobs to provide for myself and my art,” she recalled. 
“you have to be willing to endure that, 
to take calculated risks. When starting 
a business, you have to make a choice 
to live without the traditional ‘orna-
ments of life.’ it isn’t easy living without 
a safety net.”
 Whatever the hardship, the resulting works of art are truly 
amazing. in Leib’s capable hands, the cold hard surface of glass 
takes on an almost surreal organic, fluid look. The pieces in-
vite scrutiny. Colors are brilliantly displayed. The pieces ap-
pear to be illuminated from within. Light and sunlight play 
upon the sculptures’ uneven surface, remarkably changing 
their appearance. 
 her art is about wind and water. “Things most people don’t 
stop to look at,” she says. she sees the beauty of movement – 
wind over grass, water over sea grass. “i lend my eyes to those 
who can’t see what i see. i notice the small things.”
 The process is meticulously painstaking, physically exhaust-
ing and emotionally demanding. The most challenging aspect 
she says is the “copious amounts of time spent in solitude” as-
sembling her pieces.” That, and standing for hours in front of 
2400-degree equipment, lovingly referred to as the “hotshop.”
 although it’s hard work, glass is the only medium that holds 
her attention. “i can spend my whole life studying it, and i’ll 
never master it. The day i create the perfect landscape is the 
day i quit glass.” 
 While glassblowing is certainly a passion, Leib is a compli-
cated woman with many passions. While majoring in philoso-
phy, she also studied glass, literature and classical piano. “They 
all strive to say the same thing,” Leib insisted. “philosophy says 
it esoterically, literature says it obscurely, music says it sub-
limely, and art says it abstractly.”
  her art says it perfectly. 
 to see more of shayna Leib’s work, visit her Web site at 
http://www.shaynaleib.com/.
‘i have a love/hate relationShip with fire. i waS haunted by extreme night-
mareS about fire, yet it held an irreSiStible pull. i’m drawn to it divinely’
shayna Leib
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CHinA AnD YAnGTze RiveR 
April 29-May 11, 2009
China, One Of the WOrLD’s most charismatic coun-
tries, is the destination for the Cal poly alumni association 
spring travel program. The 13-day trip includes visits to the 
Great Wall, peking’s temple of heaven, Xi’an’s terra Cotta 
Warriors, and shanghai’s 400-year old yu Gardens. enjoy 
a cruise down the world’s third-longest river with passage 
through the beautiful Three Gorges and Lesser Gorges. also 
included is a special look at Chinese culture with a hutong 
pedicab tour and a traditional peking Opera performance. 
TuSCAnY-CORTOnA
September 16-24, 2009
CeLeBrate an anniVersary with us with a return trip 
to Cortona, where Cal poly began its first travel program in 
2004. The inspiration for frances mayes’ book, “Under the 
tuscan sun,” Cortona captures the charm of italian country 
living. Visit assisi, siena, florence and perugia, and enjoy the 
local wines with a visit to montalcino.
to find out more about traveling in 2009 or about future travel 
programs with the cal Poly Alumni Association, contact 
Richard LeRoy at rleroy@calpoly.edu, 805-756-5747. 
2009 tRAVEL 
wIth ALUMNI
ExotIc AND FAMILIAR DEstINAtIoNs
hoMEcoMING 2008
make sUre tO mark your calendar and make your reser-
vations for homecoming 2008, set for nov. 7-8. homecoming 
is a great opportunity to revisit the Central Coast, see what’s 
new on campus, reconnect with classmates and meet other 
alumni, current students and Cal poly families.  
 This year, the mustangs will face north Carolina Central in 
spanos stadium. Before the game, sample Central Coast wines 
at the popular Cal poly alumni association wine tasting, try 
delicious Cal poly chocolates, and enjoy the tri-tip at the tail-
gate barbecue. Other 2008 homecoming weekend activities 
include the Grand reunion, which honors the Class of 1958 
and all earlier graduates, and the honored alumni Banquet. 
FRiDAY, nOv 7 - CAMPuS HOMeCOMinG evenTS
Grand Reunion Activities
Honored Alumni and Grand Reunion Banquet
SATuRDAY, nOv 8 - HOMeCOMinG FOOTbALL
CPAA Wine Tasting / Mustang Corral Tailgate BBQ
Cal Poly Football vs. North Carolina Central
pre-game events sell out in advance, so tickets should be pur-
chased early. Lodging reservations in the area book up quickly, 
as well. Check the homecoming Web site for more details at 
www.homecoming.calpoly.edu.
JohN swEENEY to LEAD cAL 
PoLY ALUMNI AssocIAtIoN 
JOHN SWEENEy (CE ’89), a 
Cal poly engineering graduate 
and founder and CeO of Dairy 
procurement Group LLC of 
California, is the new president 
of the Cal poly alumni asso-
ciation, the voice of more than 
140,000 university alumni. 
 sweeney earned an mBa from 
Wharton and is a professional 
registered engineer in Califor-
nia. he currently serves on the College of engineering’s Dean 
advisory Council and is a former member of the Board of 
trustees for the California state University system.
 in addition to sweeney, the following joined the Cpaa 
Board of Directors for 2008-09:  
• Bassel Anber (CM ’94), vice president for northern California
• Mike Cook (LA ’01), vice president for northern California
• Erica Stewart (HE ’97), vice president for Central Coast
• Mary LaVenture (JOUR ’77), vice president for special 
   interest chapters
• Patrick DeLong (BUS ’90), director for Orfalea College 
 of Business
• Kayla DeMonte (BUS), student director
• Ricardo Echeverria (AGM ’90), director at large
• Tom Lebens (EE ’89), director at large
• Nancy Procunier (HE ’86), director at large
• Andrew Miroglio (ME), student rep
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the BattLe BeGins. 
   Lillian Thomasson (AGSC ’06) and her twin sister, Clinessa 
Burch (IT ’05), step into the enormous arena, the set of the 
hit television show “american Gladiators,” a world of lights, 
cameras, celebrity and extremely intimidating opponents.   
 The Los Osos residents fight hard against gladiators “Jet” 
and “Crush,” prevailing in such events as “The Wall” and 
“snapback” with thousands of cheering fans on the set and at 
home. The sisters eventually went head to head in “elimina-
tor,” which Thomasson won. she was later eliminated in an-
other episode during the semifinals. 
 The 5-foot-9-inch, 140-pound Burch said the whole thing 
started as something to do for the weekend. “They had an 
open call for the show. We thought it would be fun to tell our 
friends we tried out for ‘american Gladiators.’ Before we knew 
it, we were on.”
 The twins were two of 40 people, chosen out of 22,000 ap-
plicants, to be on the show this season. 
 adventure has always been a part of the twins’ lives. Both 
have traveled extensively. Thomasson spent a year in Costa 
rica playing for its national basketball team. 
 The twins also own their business, Burch Concrete solutions. 
The construction business specializes in decorative concrete for 
custom homes. 
 Both credit their experience at Cal poly for giving them the 
confidence to try new things. “professors like Larry Gay and 
Leslie Labhard in industrial technology were huge influences,” 
said Burch. “We like doing our own thing, since our current 
profession is dominated by men. i guess we like to be a little 
different.” 
twIN ALUMs coMPEtE oN NAtIoNAL show
B Y  s c o t t  R o A R K
(L-R) Lillian thomasson and clinessa Burch
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SCHOLARSHIPS
sUPPoRtING stUDENts At cAL PoLY
MANY YOUNG PEOPLE DREAM OF 
GOING TO COLLEGE — but numerous 
hopeful students would not be able to attend 
cal Poly without the financial assistance they 
receive through scholarships.  
cal Poly has over 330 endowed scholarships 
supporting students universitywide. An endowed 
scholarship is a permanent fund in which the original 
assets are held in perpetuity, and only a portion of the 
earnings from the fund is distributed to students on 
an annual basis. In this way, an endowed scholarship 
supports students both now and in the future.
scholarships can be named after you, your family, or in 
honor/memory of a loved one and can be designated 
to a particular college, department or major.
to learn more about how you can support cal Poly 
students by establishing a scholarship or endowment, 
please visit us on the web or contact us directly.
Web:  www.giving.calpoly.edu/scholarships
E-mail:   plannedgiving@calpoly.edu
Phone:  (805) 756-7125
Toll Free: (800) 549-2666
PLANNED GIVING AND ENDOWMENTS
heron hall, Building 117
cal Poly
san Luis obispo, cA 93407-0444
IT’S YOUR LEGACY. 
EXPLORE IT.
California Polytechnic State University
Advancement Services
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407-0448
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(Above) Everyone celebrated the opening of the first phase of Poly canyon Village, cal Poly’s 
newest student housing complex, on Aug. 19. the on-campus facility is housing more than 1,500 
students for the fall 2008 quarter.
when completed in 2009, the complex will boast 615 apartments with 2,661 beds, along with 1,926 
parking spaces and 11,255 square feet of retail space. the LEED®-New construction certified 
project will be the largest on-campus housing facility in the california state University system.
Photo by Dennis steers, college of Engineering
